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 The high rate of violence in all 

part of Nigeria has to a large extent 

impacted negatively on the society as a 

whole. The prevalent situation has 

become an issue of concern, especially 

as school age children are involved in 

violent act and incessant unresolved 

conflict. Some of this conflict has 

resulted in violence that leads to 

maiming and even dead of some 

humans. The decline in peacefulness 

much of which can be attributed to 

increase in strife, instability, lack of 

tolerance within the country and Rivers 

State in particular has encourage 

violence, hence affecting school 

children. In the views of Kiser, Medoff, 

and Black (2010), school children have 
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been exposed to severe and continuous 

stress that leads to traumatic stress 

reactions at disproportionate rates. Such 

traumatic situation include kidnapping 

of children, community violence, death 

of family members, abuse, neglect and 

other maltreatment (Herman – Turkur et 

al, 2014). The growing rate of insecurity 

in our society has become traumatic; 

women can no longer go to farm, fears 

grip the travellers until they get to their 

destinations. Pupils are kidnapped on the 

way to school. It calls for the concern of 

all. 

 The early years of the child lays 

a good foundation for the development 

of basic skills such as cooperation, 

peaceful co-existence, patience and 

regulation of impulsive behavior and 

logical reasoning. This period is crucial 

for the ultimate development of 

harmonious, peaceful and a just society. 

Kohlberg (1958) in his theory of Moral 

Development believes that morality 

gives room for peace because a moral 

child will exhibit a moral behavior. It is 

based on this that he advocated the 

teaching of morality at the early years of 

children’s life so that at adulthood they 

will decipher between good and bad. 

 We are in a society where 

people migrate within the borders of 

countries, states and communities, for 

greener pastures and as a result of this, 

people with different cultures, race, ethic 

group, dialects, and religion interact 

with one another (Arslan, Cicincavat 

and Pelat, 2015). In order that this 

interactive process does not create 

chaos, the environment should be 

dominated by peace-focused way of life. 

A culture of freedom, justice, 

democracy, tolerance, patience, dignity 

for labour and unity should be built 

nationally and globally (UNESCO, 

2005) if insecurity is to be curbed. 

 There has to be a global 

recognition of peace as a matter of 

common concern to serve the humanity 

through peace education (Dernir, 2011). 

Our primary school pupils have been 

influenced negatively by the trending 

violent attitude such as maiming, killing, 

bullying etc so much so that 

interpersonal relationship, values, ideas 

and standards are eroded. One of the 

most effective ways to battle with these 

contradicting attitudes and to build a 

peaceful society based on positive peace 

culture is to train pupils with peace 

education (UNESCO, 1994). 

 

Peace Education 

Peace education is the process 

of acquiring the values, knowledge and 

developing the attitudes, skills and 

harmony with oneself with others and 

with natural environment. These 

attitudes and skills include 

communication, negotiation, listening 

skills, and anger management skills 

among others. It is the process during 

which peaceful problem-solving 

methods are taught to pupil (Polat, 

2015). The aim of peace education is to 

teach pupils tolerance, love, respect, 

empathy and conflict resolution skills 

(Sagkal, 2011). Although Demir (2011) 

is of the opinion that peace education 

should be taught at the teenage age for 
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the aims to be achieved, Kamaraj and 

Kerem (2006) are of the opinion that 

peace education be taught at pre-primary 

and primary school level, this decision 

was reached based on the findings of 

their study. In the view of Harris and 

Synott (2002), Peace Education is a 

series of teaching encounters that creates 

in people: the desire for peace; non-

violence alternative for managing 

conflict; and skills for critical analysis of 

structural arrangement that produce 

justice and equality. It provides 

education for global security and focuses 

on direct, organized violence 

particularly; the institution of war and 

armed conflict, employing the 

framework based on recent theories of 

human security. Peace Education 

introduces the concept of human dignity 

and human rights with specific reference 

to such values as economic equity, 

political participation, and ecological 

balance and participation, the formative 

principles fundamental to international 

human rights standards. It concerns 

itself with the global ethnics, gender 

issues and various aspects of cultural 

violence. Peace education is the 

deliberate attempt to educate the young 

ones in the dynamics of conflict and the 

promotion of peace making skills in 

homes, schools, and communities 

throughout the world, using channels of 

instruction in the primary school, so as 

to achieve Sustainable National 

Security.  In countries like Sudan, 

Kenya, Ethiopia, Uganda, peace 

education is included in their preschool 

curriculum; however, in Nigeria peace 

education is not given adequate attention 

in the curriculum even though peace 

education is one of the main aims of 

basic education in countries like Israel 

(Bursalioglu, 1987).  

 

Curriculum Content 

Curriculum is the totality of 

what is to be taught in the school 

system. It is the component of the 

teaching and learning situation. It 

includes knowledge, skills, attitude and 

values that learners are exposed to. 

Wheeler (1967) defined curriculum as 

plan of action that can be employed to 

structure a subject or knowledge area 

from a theory into practice. This means 

that curriculum is an activity that has 

objectives, aims and goals and is 

organized into content via subject areas 

or knowledge for the purpose of practice 

or learning. Contents like cooperation, 

communication skills, anger 

management such as patient, love, 

determination, commitment and 

negotiation skills can be taught as 

content under a specific subject of peace 

education and this may go a long way to 

help pupils develop the culture of co-

existence and peaceful settlement of 

violence. The essence of this is for the 

attainment of sustainable national 

security.     

 

National Security  
Security is an important aspect 

of the corporate existence, health and 

happiness of an individual or nation. 

Every individual or nation aspired to 

have security (Nwogu and Nnorom, 
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2013). The importance attached to 

security is also revealed in Maslow’s 

hierarchy of human needs. The theory 

identified security as one of the basic 

needs of man. Security can be described 

as any positive measure taken to keep an 

individual, state, organization, country, 

or resources safe from danger. It is a 

protection against physical, 

psychological, emotional, socio-

economic or even cultural harm. 

Security is a state or condition of 

resistance to harm. It is seen “as 

freedom from anxiety or fear”. The 

Institute for Security and Open 

Methodologies (ISEOM, 2009) defines 

security as a “form of protection where a 

separation is created between the assets 

and the threat. Security as a national 

condition was defined in a UN study 

(1986) as “a state at which countries 

think that there is no danger of military 

attack, political pressure, or economic 

coercion, so that they can develop and 

progress freely”. National security 

includes the preservation, protection and 

guarantee of lives, property, health and 

national sovereignty of the individual 

and society (Nwogu, Aleru & 

Owhondah, 2013).  

National security borders on incidence 

that endangers human existence or 

welfare. Nigeria’s national security in 

this context means the protection of the 

lives, rights, dignity and property of its 

citizens among others. The aim of 

national security is to ensure the just and 

equitable living conditions for all the 

citizens of the country. However, the 

leadership of the country has failed in 

this respect since people are living in 

fear and danger of insecurity. Security 

includes the means at the disposal of the 

government for protecting the state and 

its citizens from external aggression and 

internal insurrection noting that state 

exists for the interest of defense, public 

safety, public morality etc. (Anthony, 

2013).  

 

Peace Education and National 

Security  
Conception of peace education 

recognizes that peace education must be: 

transmitted, includes training in skills of 

interpretation; employ the development 

of reflective and participatory capacities; 

and focus on applied knowledge for 

overcoming real life problems 

(Suryakant, 2013).  Peace education 

concepts have some inherent values and 

skills which are expected to be acquired 

by the learners. To develop the culture 

of peace, learners are expected to 

acquire collaborative inter-personal 

attitudes like respect, honesty, humility, 

fairness, empathy, justice, etc. Also, 

learners are expected to acquire 

collaborative inter-personal skills like 

listening, openness, communication, 

tolerance, anger management skills and 

consistency in addition to functional and 

broad team skills (Falade, Adeyemi & 

Olowo, 2011). These attitudes and skills 

for the development of culture of peace 

in learners call for interactive and 

participatory pedagogy. Peace education 

includes the cultivation of peace-

building skills (e.g. dialogue, mediation, 

artistic endeavors). Peace educators, 
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then, teach the values of respect, 

understanding, and nonviolence, present 

skills for analyzing international 

conflict, educate for alternative security 

systems, and use a method that is 

democratic and participatory. This 

allows for security due to peaceful 

settlement of issues and co-existence. 

Peace education goes beyond 

teaching conflict resolution. It involves a 

knowledge, skills and attitudes relevant 

to a broader and more holistic vision of 

peace and security. Collaborative, 

democratic and participatory approaches 

are required for the development of the 

culture of peace in the learners. 

Canadian Centers for teaching Peace 

Education (2009) express that in the 

classroom, peace education aims to 

develop skills, attitudes and knowledge 

with co-operative and participatory 

learning methods. Through dialogue and 

exploration teachers and pupils are to 

engage in a journey of shared learning. 

In teaching peace education, pupils are 

empowered to take responsibility for 

their own growth and achievement. The 

culture of peace cannot be developed 

through the autocratic curriculum design 

and implementation that take place in 

our society today. In order to promote 

national security, there is need to adopt a 

collaborative, democratic and 

participatory approach for teaching 

Peace Education concepts in our 

schools. To this end Carter (2006) 

recommended the following standards 

for peace educators at the primary 

levels:  

a) Facilitating pupil construction from 

their collective experience;  

b) Engage in cross cultural 

communication with multicultural 

school participants;  

c) Train pupils through molding of 

dispositions and skills that develop 

peace, including the practice of non-

violence before and during conflicts;  

d) Create a nurturing school-home 

environment which nourishes and 

provides a safe place for communication 

about concerns related to violence;  

e) Use strategies that support peaceful 

interaction with self and all people;  

 

Theoretical Framework 

Johan Galtung Structural Peace 

(1964)  

Galtung Johan Peace and 

Violence theory that has stood the taste 

of time published many theoretical 

papers based on his structural theory 

between 1964 and 1971. The foremost 

idea that comes out of these papers is 

that an adequate understanding of 

violence is required in order to 

understand and define peace. In this 

theory, he postulated that violence exists 

because of structure and the actors 

merely carry it out. To him violence is 

present when human are being 

influenced so that their somatic and 

mental realizations are below their 

potential realization. This means 

violence is caused by the structure of the 

society and is influenced to occur be the 

structure of the society and peace is a 

product of absence of structural 

violence, meaning that if the structure is 
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well defined to include those things that 

will lead to peace, there will be no 

violence. Education is one of the 

structures in the society. The curriculum 

should be directed towards peace 

education. This learning experience will 

influence the behavior of the learners. 

Although pupils still find themselves in 

the majority or larger society, the school 

should teach them the reality of what 

goes on in the larger society and this 

will help them to resist the influence of 

violence in the larger society. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

 Violence in the society in 

general and in primary school 

specifically has been an issue of concern 

to all stakeholders in education. The 

issue of sustainable peace for national 

security has been researched on by many 

scholars but not much has been done in 

the area of refocusing primary education 

curriculum contents to include peace 

education programmes that will help to 

develop the attitudes, skills, knowledge, 

values, ideals among others in pupils, so 

as to reduce violence such as bullying, 

fighting, verbal and physical abuse, 

destruction of school property, 

maltreatment, kidnapping and shooting 

in the public primary schools in Rivers 

State. The inadequate emphasis peace 

education in primary school curriculum 

may have tremendous influence in 

security of the nation in general and 

state in particular. The question is, how 

does the inclusion of peace education in 

primary education influence peace and 

security of the nation and state.  It is 

against this premise that this paper tries 

to investigate if the refocusing of 

primary school curriculum content to 

include peace education content will 

enhance national security in Nigeria and 

Rivers State specifically. 

 

Methodology 

  This work adopts a descriptive 

research methodology. Primary and 

secondary sources formed the core of 

the date gathering. Secondary sources 

such as relevant textbooks, journals, 

internets, published and unpublished 

materials formed major secondary 

sources for this work while primary 

source of information is the 

questionnaire 

 

Purpose of the Study 

 The major aim of this study was 

to investigate the influence of refocusing 

primary education curriculum for peace 

and national security. Specifically, the 

study investigated: 

1. the influence of cooperation on 

national security in Rivers State 

2. the influence of patience on 

national security in Rivers State 

3. the influence of fairness on  

national security in Rivers State 

4. the influence of love on national 

security in Rivers State 

 

 

Research Questions 
The study answered the following 

research questions. 

1. How does cooperation influence 

national security? 

Refocusing Primary Education Curriculum for Peace and National Security in Rivers State - 

Ekaette I. Ekpo, Ph.D 

 



 
 

 

Journal of Teacher Perspective, Volume 14 No. 1, October, 2019, ISSN: 2006 - 0173 

2. What is the influence of 

patience on national security? 

3. How does fairness influence 

national security? 

4. What is the influence of love on 

national security? 

 

Population of the Study 

  2,081 teachers in 312 public 

primary schools in Rivers State form the 

population of the study. 

 

Sampling and Sampling Techniques 

 208 primary school teachers 

which represent 10% of the population 

for the study formed the sample. A 

stratified random sampling technique 

was used to draw the total of 208 

respondents and 31 primary schools 

which represent 10% of public primary 

schools from the population for the 

study. 

 

Instrumentation 

The main instrument of the study was a 

questionnaire. The questionnaire 

consisted of a 16 item questions used to 

elicit information from the respondents 

and was divided into two sections. 

Section A consisted of the demographic 

Data of the respondents while section B 

consisted of the questions which aligned 

with the research questions and was 

titled Refocusing Primary Education 

Curriculum for National Security 

questionnaire (RPECNSQ). It dealt with 

the influence of cooperation on national 

security, the influence of patience on 

national security, the influence of 

fairness on national security and the 

influence of love on national security. 

The adopted Likert type scale was used 

in the construction of questionnaire. It is 

the most widely used technique to 

scaling responses in survey research. 

The format has four level items of: 

1. Strongly Disagree 

2. Agree 

3. Disagree 

4. Strongly Agree  

 

Data Analysis 

Data collection was analyzed using 

Statistical Package for the Social 

Sciences (SPSS). Frequencies and 

percentages were used for the analysis 

of the demographic data of the 

respondents while mean and standard 

deviation were used for the research 

questions. 

 

Result 

Demographic Data of Respondents 

Table 1: Sex of Respondents 
Sex Frequency Percentage 

Male 88 42 

Female 120 58 

Total 208 100 

 

Table 2: Qualification of Respondents 
Qualification Frequency Percentage 

NCE 76 37 

NTI 70 34 

B.ED 52 25 

M.ED 10 4 

Total 208 100 
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Analysis on Research Questions 

 

Research Question 1 

How does cooperation influence 

National security? 

 

Table 3: The influence of Cooperation 

on National Security 
S/

N 

Item    Mean 

(x) 

   SD Remar

ks 

1. My pupils have carryout 

class project with quarrels  

 
3.50 0.71 High 

2. My pupils possess share 

instructional materials 

peacefully 

 

3.62 0.49 High 

3. My pupils work in groups  3.12 0.93 High 

4. My pupils possess effective 

group working capacity 

 
3.25 0.66 High 

 Cumulative Mean  3.37 0.69 High 

 Table 3 showed the item 

analysis of the influence of cooperation 

on national security in primary schools. 

The result in items one to four showed a 

high influence of cooperation on 

national security in primary schools in 

Rivers State. The cumulative mean is 

3.37, indicating that there is high 

positive influence of cooperation on 

national security in public primary 

schools in Rivers State. 

 

Research Question 2 

What is the influence of Patience on 

National Security? 

 

Table 4: The Influence of Patience on 

National Security 
S

/

N 

Item    

Me

an 

(x) 

   

S

D 

Re

m

ar

ks 

1

. 

My pupils speak out 

their problems so 

that solutions can be 
proffered 

      

3.3

7 

   

0

.
6

9 

Hi

gh 

2
. 

My pupils take turn 
patiently 

 
3.1

3 

0
.

8

9 

Hi

gh 

3

. 

My pupils exhibit 

patience with one 
another 

 

2.8
7 

0

.
7

3 

Lo
w 

4

. 

Pupils in my class 

use appropriate 

channels of 
communication 

during problem 

situation 

 

3.6
3 

0

.
5

0 

Hi
gh 

 Cumulative Mean  3.2

5 

0

.

7

0 

Hi

gh 

 

 Table 4 showed the item 

analysis of the influence of patience on 

national security in primary schools. The 

result in items one, two and four showed 

a high influence while item 3 showed a 

low influence of patience on national 

security in primary schools in Rivers 

State. The cumulative mean is 3.25 

indicating that there is high positive 

influence of patience on National 

Security in public primary schools in 

Rivers State. 
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Research Question 3 

How does fairness influence national 

security? 

 

Table 5: The Influence of Fairness on 

National Security 
S

/

N 

Item    

Mea

n (x) 

   

SD 

Rem

arks 

1

. 

Pupils in my class 

make reports when 

there is a problem 

situation 

 

3.49 
0.8

0 
High 

2

. 

My pupils complain 

when they have the 

need to do so 

 

3.38 
0.8

4 
High 

3

. 

I have pupils who 

do not bully others 

when angry 

 

3.12 
0.9

7 
High 

4

. 

Some of my pupils 

are short tempered. 

 
3.33 

0.8

9 
High 

 Cumulative Mean  
3.33 

0.8

7 

Hig

h 

 

 Table 5 showed the item 

analysis of the influence of fairness on 

national security in public primary 

schools. The result in all the items 

showed a high positive influence of 

fairness on national security in public 

primary schools in Rivers State. The 

cumulative mean is 3.33 showing that 

there is high positive influence of 

fairness on National Security in public 

primary schools in Rivers State. 

 

Research Question 4 

What is the influence of Love on 

National Security? 

 

 

 

Table 6: The Influence of Love on 

National Security 
S

/

N 

Item    

Mea

n (x) 

   

SD 

Rem

arks 

1

. 

My pupils are not 

confrontational in 

problem situation 

 

 3.84 0.30 High 

2

. 

Pupils in my class do 

not dialogue with 

each other in a 

problem situation 

 

3.33 0.45 High 

3

. 

My pupils are calm 

when faced with 

challenges 

 

3.17 0.72 High 

4

. 

My pupils show love 

to one another during 

problem situation. 

 

3.34 0.41 High 

 Cumulative Mean  3.47 0.53 High 

 

 Table 6 showed the item 

analysis of the influence of love on 

national security in public primary 

schools. The result showed that all the 

items have a high positive influence of 

love on national security in public 

primary schools in Rivers State. The 

cumulative mean is 3.47showing that 

there is high positive influence of love 

on National Security in public primary 

schools in Rivers State. 

Major Findings 

The findings of the study are 

summarized as follows: 

 

1. There is a high positive 

influence of cooperation on national 

security in public primary schools in 

Rivers State. 

2. There is a high positive 

influence of  patience on National 
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Security in public primary schools in 

Rivers State 

3. There is a high positive 

influence of fairness on National 

Security in public primary schools in 

Rivers State  

4. There is a high positive 

influence of love on National Security in 

public primary schools in Rivers State  

 

Discussion of Findings 

1. Research question 1 showed that 

there is a high positive influenced of 

cooperation on national security. This is 

in line with the views of Sagkal, (2011) 

which opined that the aim of peace 

education is to teach pupils tolerance, 

love, respect, empathy and conflict 

resolution skills. By so doing it will 

inculcate listing skills in them which 

will lead to sustainable national security 

in public primary schools in Rivers 

State. 

2. The result of research question 2 

showed a high positive influence of 

patience on national security. This 

confirmed the work of Carter (2006) 

who recommended that peace educators 

at the primary level should; engage in 

cross cultural communication with 

multicultural school participants, create 

a nurturing    school-home environment 

which nourishes and provides a safe 

place for communication about concerns 

related to patience among others in order 

to achieve national security in public 

primary schools in Rivers State. 

 

3. Research question 3 also 

showed a high positive influence of 

fairness on national security. Falade, 

Adeyemi & Olowo, (2011) confirmed 

this findings. They opined that learners 

are expected to acquire collaborative 

inter-personal skills like listening, 

openness, communication, fairness, 

tolerance, anger management skills and 

consistency in addition to functional and 

broad team skills. This also will pave 

way for national security in public 

primary schools in Rivers State. 

 

4. The result of research question 4 

showed a high positive influence of love 

on National Security in public primary 

schools in Rivers State. This finding is 

in agreement with the views of the 

Canadian Centers for teaching Peace 

Education (2009) which expressed 

through dialogue, love and exploration, 

teachers and pupils are to engage in a 

journey of shared learning. In teaching 

peace education, pupils are empowered 

to take responsibility for their own 

growth and achievement. The culture of 

peace and love cannot be developed 

through the autocratic curriculum design 

and implementation that take place in 

our society today. This in essence will 

promote national security in public 

primary schools in Rivers State.  

 

Conclusion 

Peace education is the process by which 

the concept, attitudes skills and values 

such as cooperation, patience, fairness 

and love are taught to pupils so as to 

help them live in peace with one 

another. The basic aim of peace is to 

provide peace to the individual and the 
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groups around him. Peace education 

embodies teachers and pupils in a 

process which is change oriented and 

helps them to behave peacefully and to 

be an accommodationist. This is 

maintained after peace education in the 

school setting is finished. So it creates 

an atmosphere of zero element of violent 

as well as atmosphere where conflicts 

are resolved functionally. Thus, peace 

education should be incorporated in 

primary school curriculum.  

 

Recommendation 

1. Peace Education should be 

made a subject in the primary school 

curriculum 

2. Teachers should be trained for 

the subject 

3. The structures in the 

environment should support peace 

education 

4. Cooperative learning should be 

encouraged in primary schools 

5. Symposiums on peace and 

conflict settlement should be organized 

in primary schools 
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